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You may sort and/or search the following book reviews in a number of ways:

Looking for a Specific Title:

· If you are looking for a specific title, the fastest way to find it is to use the “Find” feature in Word.  

· To do this, click on the “Edit” drop-down menu at the top of the page and choose “Find.”  

· When the “Find” window opens, type in the title you are looking for and click the “Find Next” button.  

· If we have a review of that title, you will be taken to the review.

Looking for Books by Author, Appropiate Age Group, or Theme: 

If you are looking for books by a specific author, for a specific age group, or containing a specific theme, do the following:

· Click anywhere inside the table.  

· Once you see your cursor blinking inside of the table, click on the “Table” drop-down menu at the top of the page.  

· Click on the “Select” button and choose “Table.”  This should highlight the entire table.  

· Then, go back to the “Table” menu and click on the “Sort” feature in the menu.  That will open the “Sort” window.  

· In the “Sort By” box, choose either “Author,” “Title,” “Ages,” or “Themes.”  

· Then click the “OK” button and the reviews will be sorted by the category you chose.  

If you want to sort the reviews by “Ages,” choose “Number” in the “Type” box. 

If you are looking for books with a particular theme, click here to explore the possible themes represented in the reviews.  Choose the theme you are interested in and then search the reviews for that theme by entering it in the “Find” feature (see looking for a specific title above).  If you have questions, please e-mail me.
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	Dollin, Laura
	Santa Claus
	N/A
	N/A
	For young children, I like the Christmas Board Books by Candlewick Press. The sparkly board books have rhyming stories that younger children love. I read these to my first graders, and they love to read along with me! The four books are a great set and would make a cute gift for a young reader.

	Dollin, Laura
	Christmas Angel
	N/A
	N/A
	For young children, I like the Christmas Board Books by Candlewick Press. The sparkly board books have rhyming stories that younger children love. I read these to my first graders, and they love to read along with me! The four books are a great set and would make a cute gift for a young reader.

	Fresh, Doug E.
	Think Again
	N/A
	N/A
	Doug E. Fresh provides an uplifting message concerning racial diversity in terms that young students can understand.

	Kevi
	Don’t Talk to Strangers
	N/A
	N/A
	Kevi puts a new spin on the traditional message we want all children to know.

	L.L. Cool J
	And the Winner Is…
	N/A
	N/A
	L.L. Cool J addresses not giving up when faced with adversity.  I used this to get my students excited during stressful testing time.

	Miller, Elizabeth
	Just Like Home
	N/A
	N/A
	A little girl compares and contrasts the differences between her home in America and her home in Mexico.

	Moore, Clement Clarke
	The Night Before Christmas A Pop-Up by Robert Sabuda
	N/A
	N/A
	If you have not seen this book, you must go out and buy it now. The term pop-up has been reinvented by artist Robert Sabuda. Each page has at least two intricate paper pop-ups that are breath taking. Moore’s familiar poem is given new life through the beautiful art work. I would not recommend that you buy this book to give to a young child, as it is much too delicate, but I would definitely recommend it for read aloud and to share with your children with adult supervision.

	Orozco, Jose
	Diez Deditos-Luis
	N/A
	N/A
	

	Piven, Honach
	What Presidents are Made of
	N/A
	N/A
	Another book worth presidential praise is What Presidents are Made of by Hanoch Piven. In this book you will find that presidents are made of many things, and each “portrait” is made of everyday items.  The illustrations are made using plastered wood and everyday objects that are very interesting to explore, and each president has his own interesting fact. I think this book does a great job of showing that presidents are in fact, just like you and me. (Erin Whitlow/Gaines School Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Reiss, Mike
	Santa Claustrophobia
	N/A
	N/A
	A hilarious rhyming story in which Santa’s therapist recommends he takes a vacation to get rid of his condition: Santa Claustrophobia! A great read for young and old alike!

	Shaggy
	Hope
	N/A
	N/A
	Shaggy has a touching story of a mother’s steadfast support of her children and the values she wanted to instill in them.   

	Shoolbred, Catherine
	Santa’s Reindeer
	N/A
	N/A
	For young children, I like the Christmas Board Books by Candlewick Press. The sparkly board books have rhyming stories that younger children love. I read these to my first graders, and they love to read along with me! The four books are a great set and would make a cute gift for a young reader.

	Shoolbred, Catherine
	Friendly Snowman
	N/A
	N/A
	For young children, I like the Christmas Board Books by Candlewick Press. The sparkly board books have rhyming stories that younger children love. I read these to my first graders, and they love to read along with me! The four books are a great set and would make a cute gift for a young reader.

	Sloat, Teri
	Pieces of Christmas
	N/A
	N/A
	Pieces of Christmas provides pieces of the holiday spirit from all over the world. In each page, readers discover another country and the way each culture celebrates Christmas through the unique venue of postage stamps. I enjoy showing my class that there are different cultures, even right here in America, so I have used this book to lead discussions on culture, celebrations, map skills and geographic locations. I would recommend it for primary grades as a resource or unit kick-off, and for middle grade students who need a lighter introduction to geography.

	Tang, Greg
	MATH-terpieces
	N/A
	N/A
	Tang, who also wrote The Grapes of Math, uses rhyme to help students quickly learn strategies to tackle multiplication. I really enjoy this book and think that it would be a fantastic one with which to make connections between art and math. Sometimes, it is hard for students (and teachers) to see these connections, and this book does a great job of pulling out these connections and making them accessible and useable.  



	Tang, Greg
	Math Appeal
	N/A
	N/A
	Math Appeal is a really fun book that aims to make math more interesting and exciting for students. It is aimed for older students who really want to use their critical reasoning skills. I think it also does a fantastic job of challenging students and bringing together literature and mathematics.  



	Tang, Greg.
	The Best of Times
	N/A
	N/A
	For multiplication strategies, you should check out this book, which has some really interesting approaches using rhyme to encourage students to test their multiplication skills. 



	Tiernan, Cate
	Awakening
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Tiernan, Cate
	Blood Witch
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Tiernan, Cate
	Book of Shadows
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Tiernan, Cate
	The Coven
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Tiernan, Cate
	Dark Magic
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Tiernan, Cate
	Origins
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Tiernan, Cate
	Seeker
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Tiernan, Cate
	Spellbound
	N/A
	N/A
	These stories are very interesting. Once you start reading these, you won’t be able to put the books down. They are very realistic fiction because you feel like you are with the characters at all times. They are books for people who are interested in subjects like Wicca and other religions. (Ana Rodriguez/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Ana truly devoured each of these books, reading through every title I had on hand in a few short weeks. Although witchcraft is a controversial topic in some areas, readers are intrigued by it as evidenced by the popularity of this series. (Patti McWhorter)

	Wheeler, Lisa
	Porcupining: A Prickly Love Story
	N/A
	N/A
	Poor Cushion, he is starving for love and the only animal in the petting zoo with “Do Not Touch” signs around his habitat.  This story of rejection has a happy ending when Cushion meets Barb, the hedgehog.  The adorable pictures really add to this book’s appeal and make it perfect for reading aloud to adults and children alike! (Erin Whitlow/Gaines Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	White, Ellen Emerson
	Santa Paws
	N/A
	N/A
	Animal lovers get out your handkerchiefs; this is the sweetest story of a homeless mutt with a heart of gold. Looking for scraps of food, he is also searching for someone to love him. My students enjoyed the heroic pup and his silly antics. They also enjoyed trying to figure out if Santa Paws would be adopted by one of the families in the town. Santa Paws is a great non-traditional addition to any holiday library.

	Wolff, Patricia Rae
	A New and Improved Santa
	N/A
	N/A
	A New and Improved Santa is a fabulous story to show children that it is great to be yourself. Santa tries to become hipper and trendier, but when he sees that the children, do not respond with their usual cheers, he is disappointed. Santa discovers that it is best to be yourself, and with the help of Mrs. Claus, he changes back to the old but smarter Santa just in time for Christmas! This book is really fun for children and the illustrations are bright and cheery, keeping the students focused on the story line.

	Emberley, Rebecca
	My Day-Mi Dia
	N/A
	Bilingual, Spanish and English
	No review.  This is a book recommended for bilingual students.

	Emberley, Rebecca
	Let’s Go-Vamos
	N/A
	Bilingual, Spanish and English
	No review.  This is a book recommended for bilingual students.

	Emberley, Rebecca
	My Clothes-Mi Ropa
	N/A
	Bilingual, Spanish and English
	No review.  This is a book recommended for bilingual students.

	Emberley, Rebecca
	My Animals-Mi Animales
	N/A
	Bilingual, Spanish and English
	No review.  This is a book recommended for bilingual students.

	Emberley, Rebecca
	My Food-Mi Comida
	N/A
	Bilingual, Spanish and English
	No review.  This is a book recommended for bilingual students.

	Peck, Richard
	The Teacher’s Funeral: A Comedy in Three Parts
	N/A
	Historical Fiction

Humor
	“There was always talk about shutting down Hominy Ridge School anyhow. Now that me and Lloyd saw its end might be nigh, hope broke over us” (p. 4).

Russell Culver and his younger brother are wondering what fate awaits them in the summer of 1904. The boys are tickled to learn of their teacher’s death and eagerly await news of closing the “out-of date, unimproved, one room country schoolhouse in the backwoodsiest corner of Indiana” (p, 4). Unfortunately, the school year starts, and the boys are mortified to learn the identity of their new teacher, not to mention another student. Richard Peck weaves his story through a list of enthralling characters, images of testosterone youth, and details of country life in a time before paved roads. Written with sharp wit, this story will keep you turning pages while learning a wealth of information about rural life and early education practices. (Dee Cox, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)

	Smith, Hope Anita
	The Way A Door Closes
	N/A
	Juvenile poetry

family struggles
	One boy’s story of his family, in a beautiful poetic verse. Everything seems fine with his family, until one day his father suddenly walks out, without so much as a goodbye, only the close of the front door. During this time we see how each of the family members cope in their own different ways, and how they are forced to hold on to each other. Unexpected triumphant ending. I would recommend this story to anyone who comes from a "broken" home, or anyone who likes poetry that doesn’t necessarily rhyme. (SaRon Stewart/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia)

	Ammon, Richard
	An Amish Christmas
	N/A
	N/A
	An Amish Christmas is a beautiful book that displays the simplicity of the Amish. The illustrations are scenic and realistic. It is a piece of America that my students rarely would have the chance to see, and Pamela Patrick’s illustrations provide the perfect backdrop for Richard Ammon’s descriptive and informational Amish tale.

	Corey, Shana
	Milly and the Macy’s Day Parade
	N/A
	N/A
	Based on a true story, an immigrant girl merges her old world culture with her new American heritage to create an American tradition since 1924. 

	Cronin, Doreen
	Duck for President
	N/A
	N/A
	With the 2004 Election, I have been searching for non-fiction books to read my first graders that will illustrate the concepts of elections and voting, so I was very excited to find Duck for President by the creators of Click, Clack Moo.  Duck is unhappy with his role on the farm, so he calls an election and runs against Farmer Brown. The animals on the farm register to vote.  Duck campaigns, and after all the votes are counted, including the one stuck to pigs’ behind, he wins the election. He works his way up as mayor, governor, and then President of the United States.  In the end, Duck decides that being President is a really hard job, and he decides to go back to the farm. This book covers, registration, campaigning, and voting.  Students love this author and illustrator duo, as anyone who has read Click, Clack Moo as a read aloud can attest. I would vote for this book any day! (Erin Whitlow/Gaines School Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Philbrick, Rodman
	The Last Book in the Universe
	N/A
	Science Fiction
	Many things have changed since the Big Shake. The Urb is a desolate wasteland where normals try to maintain some semblance of life, but the latch bosses make it virtually impossible with their brutal law enforcement. There is little food or shelter, and many of the normals in the latches are resorting to animal-like behavior. On their journey through the latches, Spaz and Ryter realize that the proovs from Eden could be encouraging, even supporting, this self-destructive behavior. But, why? The proovs are genetically improved to perfection and live in the lap of luxury. What threat could the normals be to the proovs? The story of a post-disaster Earth in a new technological age captures the tenuous struggle between the poor and the rich, the weak and the strong. The bigotry between the proovs and the normals is reminiscent of much of the bigotry we experience in the world today. (Faith H. Wallace, Assistant Professor of Adolescent Education and Literacy, Kennesaw State University.)

	Schwartz, Virginia Frances
	Send One Angel Down
	N/A
	Slavery

Antebellum South
	Abram begins telling us his story, and also that of his cousin Eliza. We see how he feels that she is the most precious thing in the world to him, but as she grows older he tries to protect her from the true horrors of slavery, especially when he has to explain why she has light skin and blue eyes. He never really expresses this to Eliza, but to all of the other slaves, she is their hope, their ray of sunshine. Abram believes that he and his cousin will always be together, until one day Eliza is taken by the jaws of slavery, and Abram is forced to watch his beloved cousin go. This book is a firsthand nose-diving experience into the antebellum South, and it also shows the bonds of the human spirit that no one was able to break. A heart-wrenching story that is recommended to just about anyone. (SaRon Stewart/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia)

	Schubert, Ingrid and Dieter
	There’s Always Room for One More
	2 to 6
	N/A
	This is a first American edition of a story, Er kan nog meer bij, which was originally published in the Netherlands.  In this tale the watercolor illustrations capture the excitement, glee, fears, and gentle humor of the story and its animal characters.  Busy Beaver builds a little boat just for fun and invites his friends to join him.  Little does he know that a wet adventure awaits him and Mole, Hare, Hedgehog, Badger, and Bear. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Schubert, Ingrid and Dieter
	There’s Always Room for One More
	2 to 6
	N/A
	This is a first American edition of a story, Er kan nog meer bij, which was originally published in the Netherlands.  In this tale the watercolor illustrations capture the excitement, glee, fears, and gentle humor of the story and its animal characters.  Busy Beaver builds a little boat just for fun and invites his friends to join him.  Little does he know that a wet adventure awaits him and Mole, Hare, Hedgehog, Badger, and Bear. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Dyer, Jane
	Little Brown Bear Won’t Take a Nap! 
	3 to 6
	N/A
	Beautiful watercolor illustrations coupled with Jane Dyer’s warm text enable youngsters to enjoy the story of Little Brown Bear who prefers to follow the geese as they fly south instead of taking a long winter nap with his parents.  Little Brown Bear and the geese have happy adventures playing cards, riding on a train, and at the beach.  Finally the little bear decides to return home to his nice, cozy bed and his loving parents. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Dyer, Jane
	Little Brown Bear Won’t Take a Nap!
	3 to 6
	N/A
	Beautiful watercolor illustrations coupled with Jane Dyer’s warm text enable youngsters to enjoy the story of Little Brown Bear who prefers to follow the geese as they fly south instead of taking a long winter nap with his parents.  Little Brown Bear and the geese have happy adventures playing cards, riding on a train, and at the beach.  Finally the little bear decides to return home to his nice, cozy bed and his loving parents. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Cohen, Miriam and Yezerski, Thomas F
	Mimmy and Sophie All Around the Town
	9 and above
	Great Depression
	Mimmy and Sophie All Around the Town is a picture book for young adolescents about two sisters who find fun and interesting things to do in Brooklyn, New York even though the city is in the midst of the Great Depression of the 1930s.  Some of the adventures that the young children have include finding buried treasure, going to Coney Island with their parents, going to the theatre to see a Shirley Temple film, and going to Babyland.  This book is written in a humorous tone and in simplistic language that the average young adolescent will surely be able to understand.  Also, Mimmy and Sophie is separated into six parts, which signify the girls’ six different adventures in Brooklyn.   Consequently, this division allows readers to move with ease through the book by giving them achievable benchmarks that most readers can and will accomplish.  This book would be a magnificent source for even older or adult readers due to the fact that it indirectly informs its audience of the difficulties and struggles that the Great Depression did have on families within this country. (Derek Hall, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)



	Cohen, Miriam and Yezerski, Thomas F.
	Mimmy and Sophie All Around the Town
	9 and above
	Great Depression
	Mimmy and Sophie All Around the Town is a picture book for young adolescents about two sisters who find fun and interesting things to do in Brooklyn, New York even though the city is in the midst of the Great Depression of the 1930s.  Some of the adventures that the young children have include finding buried treasure, going to Coney Island with their parents, going to the theatre to see a Shirley Temple film, and going to Babyland.  This book is written in a humorous tone and in simplistic language that the average young adolescent will surely be able to understand.  Also, Mimmy and Sophie is separated into six parts, which signify the girls’ six different adventures in Brooklyn.   Consequently, this division allows readers to move with ease through the book by giving them achievable benchmarks that most readers can and will accomplish.  This book would be a magnificent source for even older or adult readers due to the fact that it indirectly informs its audience of the difficulties and struggles that the Great Depression did have on families within this country. (Derek Hall, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)

	Desimini, Lisa and Mahurin, Matt
	My Beautiful Child
	2 to 8
	N/A
	My Beautiful Child contains simple words and evocative pictures depicting the love and closeness between a parent and a child. The beauty of the sky, the green of the grass, the warmth of the sun, and the sweetness of a strawberry are depicted in the pages of this book.  The softness of a blanket, the smell of a spring day, and an intimate snuggle are happy images created lovingly by the illustrator, Matt Mahurin.  This book begs to be read again and again and again. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Desimini, Lisa and Mahurin, Matt.  
	My Beautiful Child
	2 to 8
	N/A
	Desimini, Lisa and Mahurin, Matt.  My Beautiful Child.  The Blue Sky Press, 2004.  Unpaged.  $16.95.  ISBN 0-439-45893-5.  (Ages 2-8)

My Beautiful Child contains simple words and evocative pictures depicting the love and closeness between a parent and a child. The beauty of the sky, the green of the grass, the warmth of the sun, and the sweetness of a strawberry are depicted in the pages of this book.  The softness of a blanket, the smell of a spring day, and an intimate snuggle are happy images created lovingly by the illustrator, Matt Mahurin.  This book begs to be read again and again and again. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)



	Heap, Sue
	Four Friends in the Garden
	3 to 7
	N/A
	Florentina the bear, Rachel the rabbit, Seymour the Sheep, and Mary Clare enjoy a beautiful, spring day in the garden.  When a lovely blue butterfly lands on Florentina’s foot, she and her buddies romp and race to catch another glimpse of it. When the four friends relax quietly, the new friend reappears and joins them for lemonade and happy camaraderie. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Schaefer, Carole Lexa
	Someone Says
	3 to 7
	N/A
	Imaginative youngsters become leapfrogs who spring-boink and spring-spoink into their school.  Next they become prancing ponies and swooping birds until it’s lunchtime when they are slurping tigers.  Finally they’re asleep and dreaming of what to do the next day.  Onomatopoetic words coupled with lively pictures make this a delightful book for sharing with little ones. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Waddell, Martin
	Tiny’s Big Adventure
	3 to 7
	N/A
	Tiny Mouse is ready for adventures in the wheat field with his big sister, Katy, who is delighted to be his escort.  Tiny is eager to play wheat-field games, and he sees lots of new and exciting things.  He quickly discovers that new things (like snails and spiders) can be a bit scary.  It’s a good thing that Katy is always close by when Tiny needs some sisterly reassurance.  John Lawrence’s detailed wood engravings are full of energy, emotion, action, and feeling.  (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Rosenberg, Liz. (Ed.)
	Light-Gathering Poems
	10 and above
	N/A
	Liz Rosenberg has edited a magnificent collection of poetry that spans at least three thousand years, ten languages, and five continents.  This jubilant mix of voices gathered from peoples and cultural traditions all around the world is at once calming and celebratory, informative and deliciously fun.  Rosenberg has selected poems that offer young readers a variety of remarkable images, both ancient and modern, that “gather light” in some way – by revealing the beauty and simplicity of finding a smooth stone to exposing the depth and complexity of human courage, love, hope, and healing.  In Light-Gathering Poems, readers sense the great possibilities of language and the human spirit, as well as the intrinsic connectivity of our world.  Rosenberg has chosen poems for this amazing collection that give us all a better chance to feel, understand, gather, and turn toward light. (Jane McNeely/Barrow Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Yolen, Jane
	Wizard’s Hall
	10 and above
	Fantasy

Wizards
	He came to Wizard’s Hall at the time of its greatest peril, the 113th student, the very last to be admitted in that horrible year. And it turned out the inhabitants of Wizard’s Hall were glad indeed that Thornmallow studied there. 


Not because he was the world’s greatest wizard.


But because he meant well.


And he tried (pg. Viii). 

Meet Thornmallow, a boy sent far from home to become an apprentice wizard at Wizard’s Hall. Although Thornmallow’s early attempts at wizardry backfire, his witty, supportive friends come to his rescue to encourage him. Yolen weaves this tale together with poetry and humor to entertain, to transport us to another place and time, and to lead us to the climax: Thornmallow’s battle with the Quilted Beast. Thornmallow and his friends research how to unquilt the beast; then face it together. Upon destroying the beast, the friends share in the triumph because they have stuck together—and because they have kept trying. What an inspiring tale of friendship and perseverance! (Alice Garrity, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)
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	Avi
	Don’t You Know There’s A War On?
	10 and above
	Historical Fiction
	“The point being, you did what you had to do because in those days, no matter what happened, you could always say, “Hey, don’t you know there’s a war on?” See, it explained anything”(pg. 7).

It’s World War II in Brooklyn, New York; Howie and his best friend Denny are dealing with vital issues such as which pal is granted the right to have a crush on the insatiable Mrs. Gossim. Regardless of first crushes, Saturday picture shows, jitterbugs and the Dodgers, one question looms sharply on everyone’s mind: Don’t you know there’s a war on? Avi’s novel provides readers with a vivid connection to the past by way of well-developed characters and rich historical ties to World War II. The reader easily develops a familiarity with Avi’s exultant characters, which increases the opportunity for personal connections to be established. Don’t You Know There’s a War On? allows for an in-depth understanding of the societal norm during this turbulent era; thus, making this title a highly usable tool within the classroom. In addition, the text’s readability adds to its quality; readers of all ages can read this novel and fully comprehend the scenarios in which Avi intended to encapsulate. (Alecia Goad, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)

	Grant, K. M.
	Blood Red Horse
	10 and above
	Historical Fiction
	When Sir Thomas De Granville and his sons, Gavin and Will, go to fight in King Richard’s Crusade, they leave behind Ellie who is engaged to Gavin but feels more connected to Will. Yet, they are all connected by a chestnut stallion called Hosanna. Will is inspired by the blood red horse, as is the Muslim, Kamil. From the hazardous passage to the Holy Lands to the carnage of war as seen from both the Christian and Muslim camp, Blood Red Horse gives the reader a sense of the ugly reality of war. However, through the bonding of brothers, the resilience of the girl left behind, and the almost mystical qualities of a horse, we find hope, goodness and the possibility for understanding in the world. What we don’t find is historical background from either the Christian or the Muslim perspective explaining why the Crusades were fought at all. (Janie Crawford, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)

	Nelson, Pam
	Cool Women: A Thinking Girl’s Guide to the Hippest Women in History
	10 and above
	NonFiction

History

Women
	Cool Women aims for that moment of recognition, that EUREKA that comes when a girl or a woman finds the story that sings to her. (Introduction)

This is an amazing, easy to read informational text packed with facts.  This book gives historical information about many of the greatest women in history. This is a text about empowerment, beginning with the women of the Amazon roaring right into some of the great Hollywood ladies like Lucille Ball and Mary Pickford.  Who’s Mary Pickford?  She is one of the founders of a little production company called United Artists.  Not to be left out or taken lightly are the queens of comic books, great female athletes like Babe Didrickson, and fictional quick-witted women like Nancy Drew. Nelson covers lady spies, lady Samurais, the flying W.A.S.P.S and even the women of the Harlem Renaissance.  This book runs the gamut of great women, but the best part is the links.  There are links on just about every page telling readers where to go to learn more about how women can get into the art, trade, or professions mentioned in this book. This is a great resource! (Rosa Hayes, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)
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	Brown, Margaret Wise
	Give Yourself to the Rain—Poems for the Very Young
	3 to 8
	N/A
	Twenty four of Margaret Wise Brown’s perceptive and gentle poems are contained in this book.  Ms. Brown writes for children and about the things children love—the wind, the colors of a summer day, the moon, the sun, a sleepy, creepy squirrel, and a bunny.  

	Sturges, Philemon
	She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain
	3 to 8
	N/A
	This brightly illustrated adaptation of the familiar American folk song features a community of southwestern animals.  A coyote, an armadillo, a possum, a lizard, a rattler, and a wren all scurry about in excited anticipation of the mysterious guest who’ll be honkin’ and hootin’ and shoutin’ and tootin’ when she comes.  Her arrival will amaze and delight readers and singers of all ages. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Dragonwagon, Crescent
	And then it rained….And then the sun came out…
	4 to 7
	N/A
	In this atypical book, the story ends and another one begins. With lots of potential to be a model in writing workshops, this book shows us to be thankful for whatever weather we have, because at some point we will wish for the opposite.  The little boy in the story gets tired of puddles and inside activities, but once it is hot for awhile, he longs for the rain.  I used this tale as a model for compare and contrast activities and a supplement to a thematic weather unit. (Erin Whitlow/Gaines Elementary/Athens, Georgia) 
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	Heide, Florence Parry
	Some Things Are Scary (no matter how old you are)
	4 to 7
	N/A
	Some Things Are Scary combines a playful mix of realistic and fantasy scenarios that help children understand that it is alright to be scared.  I enjoy reading this book because it allows me to bring up a variety of situations and have my students verbalize how they would feel and add to the list of things that scare us! (Erin Whitlow/Gaines Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Hobbie, Holly
	Toot and Puddle Top of the World
	4 to 7
	N/A
	As a pig lover, I find Toot and Puddle irresistible! You will too, when you read their new adventure, Top of the World.  Holly Hobbie’s watercolors convey the whimsical and touching nature of this story of true friendship. Children will enjoy reading the tale of the two pig’s travel adventures and foibles. Follow Toot and Puddle on their journey on planes, trains and automobiles that started with a whim! (ErinWhitlow/Gaines Elementary/Athens, Georgia)
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	Light, Steve
	I Am Happy
	4 to 7
	N/A
	This touch and feel has textures that correspond to each emotion.  As an activity to extend this book, I have my students come up with their own words and textures. A short book, but very useful when young readers are learning about emotions. (Erin Whitlow/Gaines Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Lind, Michael
	Bluebonnet Girl
	4 to 7
	N/A
	This beautiful tale of sacrifice by a young child is set in the Comanche Indian tribe and is full of paintings that truly depict the mood of every line.  I have read this story, with its wonderful message of giving and sacrifice, to my first grade class and led discussions on what their one prized possession would be. I feel it is important to have children verbalize their feelings and for a teacher of first grade students, it is important for their vocabulary development to know that there are different words they can use for different emotions. (Erin Whitlow/Gaines Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Napoli, Donna Jo
	Beast
	11 and above
	N/A
	In this Persian version of Beauty and the Beast, Prince Orasmyn is the epitome of power and privilege, but he brings the wrath of a pari and and ancient curse upon himself with one wrong decision. He is forced to leave behind his family and his beloved homeland to escape his death. He makes his way from Persia to India to France, where he finds Belle, and you know the rest. This is the first alternate version of Beauty and the Beast that I have come across, and I was quite impressed. I thought that it was very interesting for the same story to be told from the perspective of a different culture and from the Beast’s perspective. It’s a classic that everyone knows, so I would definitely recommend this to readers 12. (SaRon Stewart/ Junior/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia)

	Morpurgo, Michael
	Kensuke’s Kingdom
	11 and above
	Adventure

Survival
	The forest became impenetrable at this point, dark and menacing.  There was no howling anymore, but something infinitely more sinister: the shiver of leaves, the cracking of twigs, sudden surreptitious rustlings, and they were near me, all around me.  I knew, I was quite sure now, that eyes were watching us. We were being followed (p.53).

After falling overboard, Michael and his dog Stella are washed ashore an isolated beach. Michael believes he is alone on this deserted island, but he soon comes to know Kensuke, the island’s only other inhabitant.  Shipwrecked here from Japan, Kensuke befriends Michael and Stella, teaching him to survive.  But Michael is not the only one learning, Kensuke is learning from Michael, learning what it means to have someone you care for again. This story is told only after Michael learns that Kensuke has found a way to leave the island and has returned to his own family after Michael was rescued. Michael tells the story of how Kensuke taught him not only to survive, but also to love and trust. The author’s style of writing is formal, requiring the reader to delve deeper into their vocabulary skills, perhaps even looking words up as they go along.  Even though it may require some “extra” vocabulary study, this book is fantastically engaging, and as such, students will not even realize they are learning new words. (Tina Bailey, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)
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	Myers, Walter Dean
	Bad Boy: A Memoir
	11 and above
	Autobiography

Memoir
	Walter Dean Myers has long been a favorite author of mine ever since he attended a GCTE summer conference as one of our speakers. He attended a workshop I did on adolescent literature, and I was speechless when I recognized him as he slipped into the back of the room. Reading his memoir really provided insight into this versatile and prolific writer, and he was truly a “bad boy” growing up. I am anxious to get this into the hands of some of my students to see if they enjoy it as well. Many are also fans of Myers, and I believe they will appreciate knowing that bad boys of all kinds can grow up to be successful men with a little help from caring adults. (PM)



	Creech, Sharon
	Heartbeat
	11 and above
	Family

Friendship
	Anne and Max run barefoot, in sync with each other’s pace and thoughts. So why does Max want to join the school team and ruin that bond? Anne believes that running helps you to think. Competition would kill the pleasure, but Max doesn’t agree. This heartwarming story follows Anne and Max as they discover why they run and what running means to them as friends. Told in poetic prose, the text seems to keep pace with the runners. (Faith H. Wallace, Assistant Professor of Adolescent Education and Literacy, Kennesaw State University.)

	Reed, Gary
	Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein: The Graphic Novel
	11 and above
	Graphic Novel
	I waited with anxious agony. Then… its eyes opened.

I heard a deep breath… and my creation… my perfect creation… was alive! (pg. 27)
After Victor Frankenstein’s mother dies, he decides to go to the university at Ingolstadt where he is introduced to chemistry, the new field in science. All he learned fascinated Frankenstein, and he soaked everything up like a sponge. As a result of his newfound knowledge, he embarks on a quest to create a human being to learn how to prevent disease and death. He accomplishes his mission with results that he did not anticipate. Told mostly through the perspective of Frankenstein, Gary Reed does a fantastic job at utilizing simple sentences and vocabulary to engage the reader in the graphic novel and simultaneously remains true to Mary Shelley’s original novel. For the reluctant or struggling reader, Reed’s adaptation of Frankenstein provides a great starting place for young adults to become acquainted with this wonderful novel. As a result, a reader is more apt to become awakened to the story of Frankenstein and devour Shelly’s more complex novel. (Christie Drago, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)
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	Mack, Tracy
	Birdland
	11 and above
	Grieving

Death
	The novel Birdland drops the reader off in the middle of New York City following two teenagers with a camera making a documentary of their neighborhood.  The reader can immediately pick up on the atmosphere of the neighborhood with the homeless panhandlers and street musicians from the first page.  Each passage is written as if it is in rhythm to a jazz composition, which flows perfectly with the main character, Jed, who has a special connection to his recently deceased brother Zeke through jazz.  Reading from Jed’s perspective, the reader is able to step into Jed’s life and go through his journey of finding a reason for his brother’s death and discovering himself.  Jed is on a mission, filming a documentary of his neighborhood with his best friend Flyer. Filming the city, he finds pieces of Zeke’s life left in strangers, a diary, and most importantly- himself.  Birdland is perfect for all teens dealing with grief for a lost loved one and gives hope to readers that life is never completely lost, but merely changed. (Kevin Cown, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)
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	Crowe, Chris
	Mississippi Trial, 1955
	11 and above
	Historical Fiction
	Chris Crowe uses the real story of Emmett Till, the black teenager who was killed while visiting relatives in Mississippi in 1955, as a backdrop for this work of historical fiction. Till’s murder is largely viewed as a pivotal event in the beginnings of the Civil Rights movement. Fictional character, Hiram Hillburn, is visiting his grandfather in Greenwood, Mississippi for the summer. Hiram looks forward to returning to Greenwood where he used to live, but he finds that the racist views in the town – the views that caused his own father to move his family away – are not what he remembers. A brief encounter with young Emmett Till, and Till’s subsequent murder, place Hiram in the middle of an explosive situation as a witness at the trial. Readers will have a lot to think about as Hiram learns about racism and prejudice first-hand from his own grandfather – a man he loves and respects. This is one I recommend highly. (PM)



	Moses, Shelia P
	The Legend of Buddy Bush
	11 and above
	Historical Fiction
	If there is anything that Pattie Mae Sheals knows, it’s that Uncle Buddy Bush is an innocent man and that she’ll make it North to Harlem one day to see him again. In the summer of 1947 in a southern town, Uncle Buddy Bush, the charismatic non-blood Uncle from New York, is accused of raping a white woman. Pattie Mae watched the whole incident from the car, but none of the “Law” will listen to her. Uncle Buddy Bush simply moved aside to let the white woman walk past him, but the woman screamed as if she was dying the moment she was out of his reach. In this touching story about family, prejudice, and life in a southern town in 1947, Sheila P. Moses recaptures a time in history from a child’s perspective. Pattie Mae is full of curiosity and wonder; her perspective on events adds both humor and sorrow as she watches events unfold. (Submitted by Faith H. Wallace, Assistant Professor of Adolescent Education and Literacy, Kennesaw State University.)

	Juby, Susan
	Alice, I Think
	11 and above
	Humor/Comedy

Coming of Age

Family Relationships
	Life is a strange mix of laughter and pain for fifteen-year-old Alice. After a particularly nasty incident in the first grade (where Alice dressed up as a Hobbit from The Lord of the Rings on the first day of school), Alice has been home-schooled. When she promises her counselor, Death Lord Bob, that she’ll try to enter the world of public school again, Alice has to come to terms with her life as a social misfit. Her life goals include finding a new (and unique) look, becoming a cultural critic, having a relationship of the boy-girl kind, and speaking to someone outside of her family. Alice’s story is told through her journal entries. As she commentates on herself and those around her, the reader is treated to the laugh-out-loud antics of Alice’s hippie parents and their folk festival friends, drug addicted cousin, fish-breeding brother, and the incompetent teen counselor, Death Lord Bob. Through it all, though, Alice figures out who she is and actually becomes comfortable with that person, accomplishing many of her life goals and meeting her first true friends. (Submitted by Faith H. Wallace, Assistant Professor of Adolescent Education and Literacy, Kennesaw State University.)

	Fa, Lu Chi with Becky White
	Double Luck
	11 and above
	Nonfiction
	Lu Chi Fa is orphaned after both of his parents die untimely deaths within days of each other. He is forced to move from relative to relative, stranger to stranger’s house because of how cruelly he is being treated. Throughout all of his trials and tribulations, he remembers his sister words, "You are lucky Lu Chi Fa. Good fortune will find you.", and he finds the strength and courage to keep going after virtually being treated like a dog, and constantly being starved. He finally gets to live out his dream after all of his hardships, by remaining true to himself. If you haven’t read this book, I don’t know what you are waiting on. I couldn’t put it down once I got started, and I would read it all over again. (SaRon Stewart/Junior/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia)

	Myers, Walter Dean
	Shooter
	11 and above
	Realistic Fiction

School Violence

Bullying
	When tragedy strikes Harrison County Schools and two boys are left dead, school officials and police must investigate the cause of the incident. Further, they must determine whether it could have been avoided and how. Cameron and Carla are left behind after Len writes, “stop the violence” on the school walls in his own blood and then shoots and wounds several students, killing one student and then himself. Could they have seen this coming? Did they know Len was planning such a vicious attack? Could they have prevented it? Are they accomplices? Readers must make their own decisions as they read through interviews, interrogations, official documents, and Len’s diary. Myers creates a somber and eerily familiar atmosphere in Harrison County. His style forces readers to think about when to draw the line and what constitutes guilt. (Faith H. Wallace, Assistant Professor of Adolescent Education and Literacy, Kennesaw State University.)

	Weyn, Suzanne
	The Bar Code Tatto
	11 and above
	Science Fiction
	Imagine a world in which every person must have a bar code tattoo when they turn seventeen. Every move you make can be tracked and monitored. For Kayla, this is not an acceptable state of affairs so she refuses to comply when her seventeenth birthday comes around. Little did she know that she would be ostracized in her high school and that bad things would begin to happen to her family. This novel was an interesting reading experience and brought up some compelling questions about personal freedoms and individuality which I think most adolescent readers would enjoy discussing. (PM)
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	Bluthenthal, Diana Cain
	I’m Not Invited? 
	4 to 8
	N/A
	Minnie hears that her dear friend, Charles, is having a party this coming Saturday.  She eagerly anticipates this event and checks her mailbox for an invitation.  No invitation.  When Charles telephones her, she just knows it’s to invite her to his party.  Alas, he only wants to talk about the mealworms he’s growing in his science class.  Could her invitation have gone to the wrong address?  Did Charles have to limit his guest list?  Was the party cancelled?  Minnie feels miserably excluded until she realizes that Charles would never leave her out and that he is truly is her special friend. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)
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	Demas, Corinne
	Saying Goodbye to Lulu
	4 to 8
	N/A
	This gentle story tells of a young girl’s devotion and love for her dog, Lulu.  When Lulu ages and her health starts to deteriorate, the little girl is mad, frustrated, and sad.  She wants Lulu to be the way she used to be.  She misses the frisky companion who dashed to meet her school bus, the one who climbed and explored with her, and the pal who raced her upstairs and barked for a bedtime story.  The girl’s parents are perceptive and loving.  Together they find a way to honor Lulu and keep her memory.  Ard Hoyt’s watercolor and colored pencil illustrations capture the emotions of Lulu and her owner with vivid expressions. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	DePaola, Tomie
	Trouble in the Barkers’ Class
	4 to 8
	N/A
	Morgie and Moffie Barker, twin Welsh terriers, are so excited when they learn that a new student is joining them in Ms. Shepherd’s class.  Morgie and Moffie think of friendly ways to welcome Carole Ann to their class, but instead of accepting their kind and thoughtful gestures, the new kid acts like a big bully!  The others in the class find Carole Ann absolutely impossible to like so they try talking to her or ignoring her.  This doesn’t work.  Finally Morgie gets to the root of Carole Ann’s problem and finds a way to solve it.  Children will certainly be able to connect their personal friendship experiences with this story.  (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Fateux, Nicole and Simon, Seymour
	Let’s Try It Out with Towers and Bridges
	4 to 8
	N/A
	Ah ha!  Imagine you are a pioneer heading out west and you need a shelter to last for one night.  Imagine you are a block on top of a building you made.  Imagine you are a tall tree with many branches. This interesting and informative book encourages children to imagine and to use their bodies, senses, and readily available materials to create buildings and bridges while gaining an understanding of scientific concepts.  Tips for parents, teachers, and caretakers are included on how to promote curiosity and positive learning experiences for young scientists and budding engineers. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Fleming, Denise
	Buster
	4 to 8
	N/A
	Buster the dog lives the most idyllic life until the day his owner, Brown Shoes, brings home a big box.  In that box is a kitty by the name of Betty.  Buster is not happy, Buster is not amused, and Buster does not appreciate Betty’s invasive energy.  He is terrified of cats.  Then one morning Buster slips under the fence, runs down the block, over five streets, and around two corners until he comes to a park.  It’s a fine park totally free of cats.  Buster is happy there until time to head for home when he realizes he is lost.  Who will lead him home?  The big yellow dog?  The tiny black dog?  The sidewalk sweeper?  The white ball of fur that is Betty?  Engaging pulp paintings by Denise Fleming (a.k.a. Red Toes) make this book a winner for both canine and feline lovers. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Kopelke, Lisa
	Excuse Me! 
	4 to 8
	N/A
	Frog has a BIG problem.  He loves to eat, and he loves to burp—loudly, freely, and enthusiastically.  All the other frogs think he is rude and disgusting.  Eventually Frog discovers the value of good manners and learns that he loves his friends most of all.  Whimsical and zany pictures accompany this story. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)
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	Kvasnosky, Laura McGee
	Frank & Izzy Set Sail
	4 to 8
	N/A
	Frank the bear and Izzy the rabbit are as different as night and day.  This becomes very obvious as they set sail for an overnight camping trip to Crescent Island.  Frank likes to be prepared, and he is organized, quiet, cautious, and shy.  The adventurous Izzy is energetic, carefree, and fearless.  Their friendship thrives and their opposite personalities complement each other. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Reid, Robin
	Thank You, Dr. King!
	4 to 8
	N/A
	Alice the Great and Little Bill work together to make a scrapbook about the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Little Bill includes a special Friendship Flower he made at school.  His colorful construction paper flower, which represents everyone working, playing, and growing together, is made of children’s handprints which are traced and cut out. The simple text and bright pictures help young children to have positive feelings about themselves, their families, and their friends. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Sklansky, Amy E
	From the Doghouse Poems to Chew On
	4 to 8
	N/A
	What a fun book to read aloud or to share with someone!  From the Doghouse is a dog-gone delightful and witty collection of poems about big dogs, little dogs, dreamy dogs, and even scuba dogs.  Each poem is intricately illustrated with colorful, beaded artwork. The poems and the illustrations might provide just the right spark to inspire creative writing and bead designs by children. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)
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	Thomas, Eliza
	The Red Blanket
	4 to 8
	N/A
	This is the heartwarming memoir of a mother’s trip to China to adopt her five month old daughter, PanPan.  Their early days and months together are filled with wonder, excitement, tears, confusion, and love.  A soft red blanket becomes PanPan’s special security and comfort as she adjusts to a new life with her mother in America.  PanPan’s blanket is now raggedy and old yet it remains one of her beloved, prized possessions. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Wilcox, Leah
	Falling for Rapunzel
	4 to 8
	N/A
	When the handsome prince eyes Rapunzel up in her tower he is sure that she is the girl of his dreams.  He implores her to throw down her hair and instead of hair, she tosses out underwear!  When he asks for her curly locks, dirty socks tumble out of her window.  One mishap follows another as Rapunzel misunderstands the prince calling from down below.  The surprise ending is humorous and allows for a happily ever after ending.  This is a brightly illustrated, witty, and enjoyable variant of the familiar Rapunzel story. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Hogan, Mary
	The Serious Kiss
	12 and above
	Alcoholism

Family Relationships
	During her fourteenth summer, Libby Madrigal makes a promise to her best fiend that the following school year be dedicated to finding a boy with whom to share a kiss. Not just any kiss, but a serious one, “A major smooch session. A kiss that means real love” (p. 10). Amid their planning, Libby’s family decides to move away from everything she knows, ruining Libby’s chances of ever being happy again. Through family counseling, which uncovers the truth about her father’s alcohol abuse and her mother’s eating disorder, Libby discovers that happiness is about loving herself and loving those around her. (Submitted by Whitney Morgan, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)


	Abelove, Joan
	Saying It Out Loud
	12 and above
	Confronting Death
	Mindy’s story of the loss of her mother to cancer is based upon Abelove’s own experiences with losing her mother at a young age. The huge changes in her relationship with her father make the loss much harder, until Mindy realizes that he is grieving in his own way. She also realizes that it is her responsibility to take care of herself and to learn to live without her mother – as unfair as that seems. No young person should have to face the loss of a parent, but Mindy’s honesty might help one reader with similar experiences cope with the loss. (PM)
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	D’Lacey, Chris
	The Fire Within
	12 and above
	Fantasy

Dragons
	“But as David clanked his way through the tall iron gates and entered the gardens for the very first time, he couldn’t shake off the bizarre idea that the dragon had been trying to tell him something” (p. 47). 

David, a young college student, answers a “room for rent ad” and becomes the houseguest of the Pennykettles, Liz and Lucy—mother and daughter. His term as resident in their home is anything but ordinary. The Pennykettles make clay dragons, and their infatuation and belief in their powers blurs the lines of reality and fantasy for their curious tenant. The focus of the story is on David and Lucy’s grandiose scheme and quest to save an injured gray squirrel, but the story within the story is the magic of the dragons and their influence on this quest and their believers’ lives. Through his friendship with eleven-year-old Lucy, her tales of the local gray squirrels, and his own special dragon—Gadzooks, David finds “The Fire Within” to pen and actually live, a riveting story that captivates Lucy and her mother. D’Lacey uses a steady diet of foreshadowing, such as the passage above, which resonates with readers, peaks their curiosity, and keeps them guessing as they page through this heartwarming fantasy. In addition, D’Lacey’s use of creative metaphors entertains his readers and gives his words a vividness that enables them to take part in his fantasy. (Submitted by D. Scott Collier, Moses Middle School, Dallas, GA).

	Thompson, Kate
	The Beguilers
	12 and above
	Fantasy
	After all, what's the point of being human and having choices in life if everyone just ends up behaving like cattle? (pg. 30)

At the monthly meeting in her village, Rilka announced her Great Intention to spend her life to search for and catch a Beguiler. This marked the end of her parent’s responsibility for her and the beginning of her quest, to not only to catch a Bequiler, but to also discover her “new” self.  Little is known of the Beguilers, aside from the fact they are bright as a firefly, but cast no light.  It is rumored that they are demons that feed on human souls.  With the support of the oldest person in the village, a 97 year old lady named Hemmy, Rilka’s adventure leads her to a finding that not only will change her life, but the lives of everyone in her village.

From the earliest part of this book, those who are familiar with The Giver will quickly find similarities between Jonas and Rilka.  Both are independent thinkers regarding their place in life, and both take a life-altering journey.  The book takes the reader on an unbelievable, fast paced journey. Even though it seems as if Thompson just decided to quickly tie up the loose ends, the story is still enticing and enjoyable, and I would recommend it to my middle graders. (Dean Yoder, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)
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	Katz, Alan
	I’m Still Here in the Bathtub—Brand New Silly Dilly Songs
	3 to 10
	N/A
	Kids and adults may find these songs and pictures a hilarious treat to sing and share together.  Brand new silly songs can be sung to old favorite, familiar tunes.

	Noble, Trina Hakes
	Jimmy’s Boa and the Bungee Jump Slam Dunk
	4 to 9
	N/A
	Boys and girls who remember the misadventures found in The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash and Jimmy’s Boa Bounces Back will certainly enjoy this outrageous romp with Miss Peachtree’s dance class and Coach Carney’s basketball team which all takes place in the school gym.  This book invites young readers to look closely at Steven Kellogg’s bright, detailed, and humorous illustrations.  Teachers might find this book very useful when teaching children to sequence events while making inferences and predictions.  (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Winnick, Karen
	A Year Goes Round—Poems for the Months
	4 to 9
	N/A
	Poems and paintings depict the moods and images that each month brings.  Simple words provide inspiration for even the youngest poets and artists.  

	Compestine, Ying Yang
	The Story of Noodles
	5 to 8
	N/A
	The three wild Kang brothers love having food fights.  When they are left unsupervised to prepare their family’s prize winning dumplings for the yearly cooking contest, the boys accidentally create a brand new dish, noodles.  The noodles may be eaten in three interesting ways—by eating a drumstick, by sucking a worm, or by cutting the grass.  Bright illustrations, a recipe for long-life noodles, and an author’s note enable the reader to learn more about Chinese family life. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)
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	Klevin, Elisa
	The Paper Princess Finds Her Way
	5 to 8
	N/A
	Elisa Klevin blends realism and fantasy into her whimsical story about a paper doll princess with a dress like a forest, starry socks, and watermelon shoes.  The paper princess once was the favorite companion of the little girl who created her, but the girl has grown and changed and made new friends.  With the help of a dog, the paper princess is released to the world of adventures awaiting her.  While flying with butterflies, the paper doll eventually finds her way to another imaginative little girl and experiences a marvelous metamorphosis when her dress looks like the sky, her socks become rainbows tucked into strawberry shoes, and her head is topped with a crown of flowers. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Krensky, Stephen
	There Once Was a Very Odd School and other Lunch Box Limericks
	5 to 8
	N/A
	Krensky’s humorous limericks and Tamara Petrosino’s wacky illustrations capture the energetic spirit of one oddly wonderful school, a place where recess lasts all day and the principal has x-ray vision.  This collection of clever verse offers lunch-box entertainment to primary readers.  I can see buddies happily laughing out loud while sharing these poems. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Roche, Denis
	The Best Class Picture Ever!
	5 to 8
	N/A
	Everyone in Room 202 is sad and upset.  The teacher is missing, the class pet is lost, the room is topsy-turvy, and it’s class picture day.  The photographer, Mr. Click, knows just the thing to cheer up the boys and girls…or so he thinks.  Olivia refuses to smile until Elvis, the class guinea pig, finally reappears.  Teachers should share this colorful and bright story with their students on school picture day, a day when anything and everything can go wrong! (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Defoe, Gideon
	The Pirates! In an Adventure with Scientists
	13 and above
	Adventure

Pirates
	“Ha!” cried the Pirate Captain. “Nickel! Atomic weight 58.69 – beats your iron, atomic weight 55.85.” 


“So let’s see you deal with this!” shouted the Bishop, hefting a lump of ruthenium at the pirate (pg. 112).
When the notorious Black Bellamy deceives the Pirate Captain and his crew, they set sail to plunder the HMS Beagle, but unbeknownst to the pirates, Robert FitzRoy and the young Charles Darwin are carrying ecological specimens for study, not gold. The inept pirates, feeling remorseful, sail the scientists to England and get involved in a never-ending series of bumbling efforts to secure treasure; but an evil Bishop is out to thwart all plans. This small book is full of references to factual events, real people, and interesting bits of obscure information. However, Defoe’s intention is to entertain, and it is the reader with science background knowledge that will truly appreciate this book’s tongue-in-cheek humor. (Submitted by Dee Cox, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)

	Hoffman, Nina Kiriki
	A Stir of Bones
	13 and above
	Child Abuse

Growing-Up

Friendship
	When I picked up this book, I thought I was in for a middle school thriller. What I discovered all too soon is that it is about a seemingly perfect family with an ugly secret. Fourteen-year-old Susan Backstrom seems to have everything going for her – money, a big home, nice clothes, physical beauty. No one knows what she has gone through at the hands of an emotionally abusive and controlling father. Susan lives in constant fear of his anger and tries to be perfect for him to keep her mother safe from his anger as well. When Susan makes new friends and joins their exploration of a haunted house, she finds the courage to keep herself safe from her father. I loved the supernatural aspect of this very real story, and I had several ninth-grade students who loved it as well. It is the prequel to Hoffmans, A Red Heart of Memories and Past the Size of Dreaming – two I hope to find time to read this summer. (PM)
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	Cadnum, Michael
	Raven of the Waves
	13 and above
	Historical Fiction

Coming of Age
	Stone walls, thought Lidsmond, testing the blade of his small ax on his thumb.  There must be great treasure to be guarded here.  He looked around at the eager faces, men he had always known.  He prayed to the God of Strength that his friends might live to see the night. (p. 92)

The year is 794 A.D.  Lismond is sailing to a foreign land on a Viking ship to seek gold and glory in battle.  Too soon does he learn that he does not have the taste for blood.  Wiglaf is learning to heal as a monk’s apprentice in what we know as England.  Unknowing and unsuspecting, he will soon learn of the ruthless side of mankind as he watches strangers kill those whom he has always known.  As one becomes the prisoner and the other the captor, the two form an unlikely bond.  Wonderfully told from both sides of the story, the young men of Raven of the Waves learn the true meaning of being a hero as both their views and their lives change forever.  Even though the story moves slowly, it gives a great depiction of two different cultures and what life was like during the time period. (Sarah Bechiom, Kennesaw State University Teacher Candidate)
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	McDonald, Janet
	Spellbound
	13 and above
	Teen Pregnancy
	Raven never expected to be a mother at sixteen, but she has to face the fact that she is now responsible for Smokey, her newborn. Her future plans are in jeopardy until she decides to compete in a spelling bee that could result in college tuition. With the help of her sister and her best friend, Aisha, Raven sets her sights on winning the scholarship and changing her future. 


At the beginning of the novel, Raven is presented as a young woman with choices. She can continue to have babies like her best friend and be trapped in her life forever, or she can decide to change her fate. She wrestles realistically with her choices and the obstacles she faces. (PM)
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	Florczak, Robert
	Yikes!!!
	4 to 10
	N/A
	Vibrant colors, expressive faces, onomatopoeia words, and unexpected animals appear on each page of this book which chronicles a young boy’s journey to some of the wildest and most dangerous locations on Earth.  Action and energy abounds on each page, so readers should proceed with caution as they encounter orangutans, a Komodo dragon, a cobra, a Bengal tiger, and an emperor scorpion.  A few interesting facts are included about each fascinating animal pictured in the first book Robert Florczak has both written and illustrated.  This book would be an extra-exciting resource for a unit about habitats or wild animals. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Lester, Julius
	Albidaro and the Mischievous Dream
	4 to 10
	N/A
	This modern fable explains why teddy bears know so well how children feel and why teddy bears always look like they have a secret.  Lester has crafted a marvelous tale about the inherent dangers of children doing whatever they want, whenever they want.  Because Albidaro, the Guardian of Children, believes that his sister, Olara, the Guardian of Animals, doesn’t care very much about “his children,” he allows a very mischievous dream to take over all children and animals on the planet.  Ignoring the quiet warnings of children’s teddy bears, Albidaro watches with glee as children everywhere wake up and refuse to do what grown ups say.  Then things get even more chaotic when all the animals start arriving and doing whatever they want.  Albidaro realizes that playing a joke on his sister has not turned out the way he envisioned it would.  Albidaro apologizes to Olara and begs her to help him get out of the worldwide mess he got them all into.  Olara takes care of getting the animals back where they should be, and Albidaro erases the dream from human memory, and finally everything is back to normal.  Only the sweet teddy bears are aware of what happened, and they all promise not to say a word – ever.  Pinkney’s glorious illustrations make the magic jump off the pages of this fantastic nighttime story for children, grown ups, and teddy bears. (Jane McNeeley/Barrow Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Musgrove, Margaret
	The Spider Weaver: A Legend of Kente Cloth
	4 to 10
	N/A
	The culture of the people of Ghana is vividly illustrated in this excellent rendition of how the beautiful yellow and black spider generously shared her weaving secrets with two patient, resourceful, and expert African weavers. The colorful patterns and intricate designs of this legendary master spider’s web were soon woven into a unique new fabric: kente cloth. This story is awash with color and movement – the regal and graceful weaving dance of the spider and of Africa. Miracles and gifts, the natural wonder of a spider’s web, and human beings learning a lesson from an unexpected animal-teacher are all part of this treasured African legend. This story is full of native terms, and so Musgrove wisely gives a pronunciation guide at the end of the story. The rhythmic weaving of story and art provide the reader with a splendid tale of African color, cloth, and heritage. An informative afterword helps the reader understand the historical significance of this story. (Jane McNeely/Barrow Elementary/Athens, Georgia) 
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	Polacco, Patricia
	John Philip Duck
	4 to 10
	N/A
	Polacco tells the fascinating story of the young man, Edward Pembroke, whose pet duck becomes the darling of the entire staff at Memphis, Tennessee’s famous Peabody Hotel.  Everyone adores this duck, hiding it in the kitchen pantry, carrying it on the manicurist’s cart, or keeping it under the valet’s hat.  The secret remains a secret until one day the booming, gruff hotel manager, Mr. Shutt, discovers John Philip Duck swimming in the fountain of the hotel lobby.  Edward plays a Sousa march, and the duck performs marching tricks to perfection, earning praise and approval.  This fictionalized account tells how the delightfully unusual custom of ducks in the fountain came to the Peabody Hotel. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Shriver, Maria
	What’s Wrong with Timmy?
	4 to 10
	N/A
	Kate is just like many other eight-year-olds.  She likes sports, her friends and family are important to her, she doesn’t like math, and she’s curious about everything.  One day at the park with her mother, Kate notices Timmy – a boy her age who “somehow looks different.”  What ensues is a realistic and sensitive dialogue between Kate and her mother about children (and all people) with disabilities and special needs.  This realistic picture book models appropriate language and loving behavior for all parents looking for the right way to talk with their children about the differences between people and the amazing amount of things we all have in common.  Kate’s mother explains that it is natural for anyone to feel uncomfortable – at first – with people who look, talk, or act differently from us.  Kate’s mother emphasizes the importance of seeing what people can do, not seeing what they can’t do, realizing that everyone is different and special, and that we can all make a big difference in this world if we can accept and love each other for exactly who we are.  Kate and Timmy are terrific kids, and this book takes a fresh and spectacular look at special needs, tolerance, and love. (Jane McNeely/Barrow Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Wheeler, Lisa
	Bubble Gum, Bubble Gum
	4 to 10
	N/A
	It all begins when a fine, fat toad gets stuck in the pinkest chewy, gooey bubble gum melting in the road.  Other wacky animals join the icky sticky mess until they encounter a big, blue truck and a burly black bear.  The zany, bright pictures capture the playful mood and humor of this rhythmic rhyming book which youngsters most certainly will enjoy sharing with others.

	Harrison, David L
	Farmer’s Garden—Rhymes for Two Voices
	5 to 9
	N/A
	The farmer’s curious dog asks other animals what they are doing in the garden in this colorful picture book featuring verse, question, and answer.  These rhymes would be fun to use for poetry presentations.

	Vail, Rachel
	Mama Rex & T  Homework Trouble
	6 to 8
	N/A
	Mama Rex has exciting plans for an afternoon with her son until she learns that he has a diorama about pigs due tomorrow.  Anyone who has ever waited till the last minute to start a project can easily relate to Mama and T’s hurried trip to the library, the museum, and the park to gather information and supplies.  Early chapter readers will enjoy reading about the young dinosaur and his loving mom. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Vail, Rachel
	Mama Rex & T  The Horrible Play Date
	6 to 8
	N/A
	T-Rex and his best friend, Walter, are eagerly anticipating their play date. The date finally arrives, but the friends are so wild and rowdy that a fort smashes, a truck crashes, marbles fly through the air, and musical instruments make extra loud sounds. Mama Rex knows just the cure for calming these rambunctious buddies. Working together cooperatively makes for the best play date in history. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)
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	Coburn, Jake
	Prep
	14 and above
	Adolescent Problems
	Nick is no disadvantaged youth. He lives and attends prep school in Manhattan with kids who vacation in the Hamptons and have all the advantages wealth can offer. These same kids, however, form their own gangs and wreak havoc on their enemies. They are always angry, and they can destroy lives. A former tag artist, Nick struggles to remove himself from this prep school gang life and find out who he really is and wants to become.


Although I am unaware of the veracity of the events in Prep, I can imagine that teenagers like Nick do exist. The language of the book is very realistic by teenaged standards, so I would caution you when recommending it. I think it can offer an interesting contrast to the types of street gangs normally depicted in adolescent fiction. (PM)

	Haddix, Margaret Peterson
	Don’t You Dare Read This Mrs. Dunphrey
	14 and above
	Adolescent Problems
	The life that Tish Bonner leads is written in the private pages of the journal she keeps for her English teacher, Mrs. Dunphrey, who lets her students mark pages they do not want her to read. Readers discover that Tish’s home life is scary and unstable with a mother who abandons Tish and her younger brother, Matt, to search for their father – a man who continually abandoned and disappointed his family over and over. As the weeks go by, Tish endures harassment and then firing by her boss at the Burger Boy, unpaid bill notices, and ultimately, hunger. Her decision to finally share her secret with her teacher makes it possible for Tish and Matt to be reunited with their estranged grandparents and their mother and for the family to receive the help and support they need to be whole again. (PM)

	Haddix, Margaret Peterson
	Leaving Fishers
	14 and above
	Adolescent Problems
	Loneliness at her new high school forces Dorry to accept the advances and friendship of a religious group, the Fishers of Men. In the beginning, Dorry is completely taken with the group and the attention she receives that provides her with an instant social life. The rosy glow does not last very long when the group begins to place unreasonable evangelism demands on her and encourage her to break away from her parents, who do not approve of the extreme beliefs of the Fishers. Angela’s decision to break away from what she realizes is a religious cult is a struggle that takes her through frightening and life-changing experiences. (PM)

	Meyers, Walter Dean
	The Beast
	14 and above
	Adolescent Problems
	Anthony “Spoon Witherspoon leaves his life in Harlem and his girlfriend, Gabi, to attend a Connecticut prep school. Although he misses Gabi and his family, leaving provides him with the perspective he needs to resist the Beast – the streets of Harlem that destroy lives and dreams. When he finally returns for a visit and tries to reconnect with Gabi, Spoon discovers that the Beast has begun to devour Gabi’s life and dreams, leaving him frantic to help Gabi resist the drugs that are destroying her. 


Walter Dean Meyers, a favorite of mine as I told you in the last column, does not disappoint in this one. Spoon is another of his finely woven, complex adolescents who searches to understand his reality while moving toward his future. (PM)

	Corrigan, Eireann
	You Remind Me of You
	14 and above
	Eating Disorders

Teen Suicide
	Corrigan’s autobiographical series of poems that portray her life in and out of treatment for an eating disorder and the suicide attempt of her boyfriend was a different kind of reading experience for me. Some of the “poems” were diary entries, others were snippets of conversations, and all were the result of Corrigan’s working through her memories and her feelings. Although I did not completely follow every line of every poem, I knew where she was going and understood most of where she had been. (PM)
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	Rice, David
	Crazy Loco
	14 and above
	Growing-up

Living with Families

Multicultural
	Mr. Rice tells a lot about his Mexican-American culture, his childhood, and how he lived all his life in the valley. This book is good and funny. (Elio Pena/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) Although Elio is not a reluctant reader, his enjoyment of this book reminded me that many of my more reluctant readers enjoy both poetry and short story collections, finding the poems and stories less intimidating than longer texts.

	James, Brian
	Tomorrow, Maybe
	14 and above
	Homelessness

Dealing with Families
	Chan has been out on the streets for a while, living in different homeless groups, trying to make it on her own. When she meets eleven-year-old Elizabeth and becomes responsible for her, she tries desperately to improve their living conditions. Elizabeth becomes Chan’s new family and her focus – so much so that she is thoroughly unprepared to deal with Elizabeth’s betrayal.


Brian James narrative style is both cohesive and disconnected – much like Chan’s homeless state. Underlying the gritty, honest portrayal of homeless teenagers, however, is a hopefulness that Chan could break the pattern she has chosen and return to a real home. I found the reading painful; it would be so much easier to imagine that kids like this do not exist. At the same time, I knew that I was learning some greater truths from Chan’s story. (PM)
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	Aronson, Marc
	Witch-Hunt: Mysteries of the Salem Witch Trials
	14 and above
	Nonfiction

Puritans

Salem Witch Trials
	Marc Aronson has put together an excellent resource on the Salem witch trials that examines many different theories about the circumstances and the historical participants. Although marketed for younger readers, I found the book challenging to follow in some places, but overall, I gained a great deal of insight into this time period and learned how I can bring this information into the fiction of Arthur Miller’s play, The Crucible. I highly recommend this book for more able readers, but much of the information would be valuable in both English language arts and social studies classrooms. (PM)

	Busby, Cylin
	Getting Dumped...and Getting Over It!
	14 and above
	Nonfiction

Dealing with relationships
	This book tells you what to do when you get dumped by someone or if you think your boyfriend or girlfriend is cheating on you. (Tony Bolton/Freshman/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) When Tony and another student first selected this book, a non-fiction advice book about adolescent relationships, I was not sure it would keep them interested. I was wrong. They read every page and listed it as among their favorites for the semester. (Patti McWhorter)

	Rapp, Adam
	Little Chicago
	14 and above
	Sexual Abuse
	Blacky Brown’s world is a tough one made even tougher when he is molested by a neighbor who has pretended to be his friend and mentor. Everything about Blacky’s subsequent experiences are forever colored by this betrayal, and he really has no one to turn to for comfort. He is taunted and teased at school and betrayed by someone he thinks is a friend. Remarkably, Blacky continues to get up each day and function – a testimony to the resilience of adolescents. As I read his story, I could only wonder what the long-term effects would be for a child like Blacky. This one is gritty, but it reads with a level of honesty I found engaging. (PM) 
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	Turner, Ann
	Learning to Swim
	14 and above
	Sexual Abuse
	Written in sparse, beautiful poetry, Learning to Swim chronicles the traumatic summer Annie was sexually abused by a young neighbor, who threatened her harm if she told. In the series of poems, readers follow Annie’s thoughts as she works through levels of fear and loathing as a result of her experience. (PM)
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	Johnson, Angela
	The First Part Last
	14 and above
	Teenage Parenthood
	Bobby is your typical teenaged boy who gets a 16th birthday present to remember. His girlfriend, Nia, is pregnant. Suddenly, the things in Bobby’s life that used to seem so important don’t really matter that much, as he begins the life of a father with his daughter, Feather. He constantly looks back on how things used to be before Feather was born, but treasures the most important gift that he has now. This book is a must read to whether you’re 14 or 44. This is the most unsuspecting tear-jerking, page-turning combination that I have read in a long time, and I highly recommend this book, especially for teens. (SaRon Stewart/Senior/Cedar Shoals High School/Athens, Georgia) After I read SaRon’s review, I had to read this one for myself. I wholeheartedly agree with her recommendation on this one. As a fan of Angela Johnson’s work, this latest only serves to solidify my position in her fan club. Bobby is believable, compassionate, and so very committed to being the best father he can be. (Patti McWhorter)

	Bagert, Brod
	Giant Children
	5 to 10
	N/A
	This is a rollicking collection of poems about such things as clothes, space aliens, stinky boys, and choices.  The characters in this book look at the big world through the wide, innocent eyes of children.

	Compestine, Ying Chang
	The Story of Paper
	6 to 9
	N/A
	Ting, Pan, and Kuai Kang are constantly getting into mischief at school.  The boys often find distractions such as ants, worms, and grasshoppers to keep them from doing their schoolwork.  The teacher gives the boys the usual punishment, a note written on their hands for their parents and others to see.  The resourceful and clever brothers don’t like the public attention they receive for their misbehavior at school.  They create an invention, paper, that the teacher can write on instead of their hands!  The author’s historical note and a recipe for homemade garden paper make the perfect ending to this humorous tale about the playful Kang brothers. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Dakos, Kalli
	Put Your Eyes Up Here and Other School Poems
	6 to 10
	N/A
	Kalli Dakos writes lively, funny poems about life in a classroom with a most unusual teacher who wears strange and colorful hats, has a graveyard for pencil nubs, and collects plastic hands of all shapes and sizes.

	Harrison, David L
	The Mouse Was Out at Recess
	6 to 10
	N/A
	There are 24 rollicking poems about field trips, cafeteria food and other school happenings included in this David Harrison collection.  These poems are perfect for reading aloud and for sharing with a poetry pal.

	Kennedy, X. J
	Exploding Gravy--Poems to Make You Laugh
	6 to 10
	N/A
	X. J. Kennedy has compiled a collection of poems to spark curiosity and delight the imaginations of kids of all ages.  Far-Out Families, Eats, Peculiar Characters, and Unlikely Doings are some of the categories in this anthology.  “Stevie the Internet Addict” is a cautionary poem about a boy who became so engrossed in keyboard talk that he forgot to do homework, change socks, play with friends, or walk his dog.  Boys and girls will easily relate to this poem and others in Exploding Gravy.

	Markle, Sandra
	Outside and Inside BIG CATS
	6 to 10
	N/A
	Sandra Markle, a former elementary school teacher, is the author of this informative, fascinating book about cats.  She invites curious readers to learn all about lions, leopards, tigers, cougars, as well as house cats.  Full-color photographs compliment the clear and understandable text.  A glossary and index are included along with another page which encourages readers to take a second or a third look at some of the amazing photographs.  (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	McNaughton, Colin
	There’s An Awful Lot of Weirdos in our Neighborhood and Other Wickedly Funny Verse
	6 to 10
	N/A
	Colin McNaughton’s British humor is evident throughout this brightly illustrated book.  The pictures are filled with activity and expressive characters.  Some of the neighborhood weirdos are lazy dinosaurs, a fat vicar, and the local hooligan, Billy McMillan.



	Retold by Sneed, Brad
	Aesop’s Fables
	6 to 10
	N/A
	Brad Sneed’s zany animals are realistic and humorously human as they fly, fight, prowl, eat, sing, and try to outwit each other.  Fifteen of Aesop’s tales are included in this updated collection.  The richly detailed watercolors and the spicy language make this book a perfect choice for read aloud time.  Observant readers may discover a sixteenth fable cleverly hidden in pictures between the covers of the book. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Sobol, Richard
	An Elephant in the Backyard
	6 to 10
	N/A
	Did you know that elephants are the largest of all land animals?  Did you know that an elephant’s trunk contains 40,000 muscles?  Did you know that elephants have six sets of teeth?  Did you know that elephants can run twenty-four miles an hour for short distances?  These are just a few questions answered by fascinating facts in Sobol’s richly photographed journey to the village of Tha Klang, Thailand, where a four year old Asian elephant named Wan Pen roams freely and is a beloved member of the community.  (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Young, Ed
	I, Doko—the tale of a basket
	6 to 10
	N/A
	Ed Young’s fable of harmony and tolerance told from the point of view of a simple basket is as rich as the gold borders on this stunningly illustrated book.  For three generations, Doko, a Nepalese basket, carries grain, his master’s child, and wood for the fire.  The basket nearly carries the grandfather, Yeh-Yeh, away to the temple priests forever.  Fortunately, Wangal’s love and respect for his grandfather helps the villagers rethink the way they treat their elders. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Davies, Nicola
	Surprising Sharks
	5 to 12
	N/A
	Sharks come in many different shapes and sizes, and the author’s love and respect for sharks is evident on every page of the book.  Many people fear sharks are the human’s number one enemy, yet we learn that sharks are predators that feed on shellfish and small fishes and kill only to eat.  Bright illustrations, simple diagrams, informative captions, toothy pictures, and appealing graphics make this book a sure winner. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Burleigh, Robert
	American Moments:  Scenes from American History
	7 to 10
	N/A
	This engaging picture book captures the heart and soul of our great nation.  Eighteen remarkable moments represented by a cross-section of people in American history are featured.  From the first Thanksgiving to the flag raising on Iwo Jima to the landing of Neil Armstrong on the moon, each event represents the many aspects of American life.  An endnote for each moment in history is found at the back of the book.  These brief notes give additional information about each of the eighteen historical moments.  Bruce Strachan’s three dimensional clay sculptures as well as his oil and wood backdrops certainly enhance Robert Burleigh’s accounts of our country’s noble efforts, trials, and triumphs. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)

	Demi
	King Midas: The Golden Touch
	7 to 10
	N/A
	Demi’s richly illustrated book tells of the foolish and greedy king who loved wealth and gold more than anything else in the world.  King Midas helps a satyr one day, and in gratitude, the satyr grants him a special wish—everything that the king touches will turn to gold.  Midas is delighted at first, and he runs and jumps happily while his palace gleams brilliantly. Everything he touches turns to gold so he can no longer eat, drink, or even ride his horse. The king realizes how foolish he has been and is able to break the curse by bathing in the waters of the River Pactolus. The illustrations are elegantly detailed, and the pages are embellished with gold and black border designs. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Jackson, Shelley
	Sophia the Alchemist’s Dog
	7 to 10
	N/A
	An alchemist is a magician, a philosopher, and a scientist. The king’s alchemist has two weeks time to turn lead into pure gold. The king can’t wait to step into the laboratory to see piles and piles of gold. The alchemist worries, dreams, draws, and doodles. Sophia, the alchemist’s dog, manages to uncover the secret for making gold, and the king discovers another kind of treasure when he visits.

	Platt, Richard
	Spies
	7 to 10
	N/A
	One learns of the history, motives, and actions of various criminal and governmental spies in this engrossing book.  Children will be fascinated by the spy’s toolkit which might include a tiny camera, secret gadgets, and weapons.  Ninjas, James Bond, Julius Caesar, and CIA agents are just a few of the skillful spies we discover in Platt’s compelling book, Spies.  Colorful photographs and illustrations combined with easy-to-read text make this book a wonderful choice for capturing a child’s interest. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Farris, Christine King
	My Brother Martin: A Sister Remembers Growing Up With the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
	6 to 12
	N/A
	Chris Soentpiet’s paintings are so realistic and lifelike one feels like he or she has stepped into Martin Luther King’s home and joined the family. The last picture of a grinning blue-eyed blonde girl holding hands with a smiling African-American girl is certain to bring a smile and warm feelings to its readers. Martin’s sister lovingly tells about Martin’s childhood and youth. The King home in Atlanta, Georgia, was one where stories told by Aunt Ida and Grandmother were enjoyed by Martin and his sister, Christine, and his brother, A.D.  It was a home where music was important and where Daddy King taught his children to speak out against bigotry and stand up for what is right. It was a home filled with hope, a home filled with love. Christine King Farris tells of her memories of Martin and their mischievous times together and the happy times they shared playing Monopoly, Chinese Checkers, and Tinkertoys. Christine Farris also tells of the unjust laws and the unfair system of segregation. She remembers Martin’s words, “Mother Dear, one day I’m going to turn this world upside down.” And he did. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Bang, Molly
	Nobody Particular  One Woman’s Fight to Save the Bays
	8 to 10
	N/A
	This is the true story of Diane Wilson to mother, PTA president, and commercial shrimper to  whose determination and grit helps to overcome pollution in the Texas bays where her family has fished and shrimped for years. Diane becomes politically active as an environmentalist, and she is successful in forcing huge corporations to stop using the bays as a dumping ground for their chemical waste. Cartoon-like illustrations and speech balloons help to tell the story. Scientific information about shrimp, aquaculture, chemicals, plants, and the ecosystem is included at the bottom of every page in this inspiring story about an everyday person who makes a difference in our world.

	Kimmel, Eric A.
	Montezuma and the Fall of the Aztecs
	8 to 10
	N/A
	Colorful illustrations by Daniel San Souci compliment Kimmel’s graphic account of Montezuma’s empire in Central America before it is conquered by Hernan Cortes and his team of Spanish adventurers. Aztec culture is realistically explained in detailed pictures and text. An author’s note about Montezuma, Cortes, and Cuauhtemoc along with a glossary and suggested titles for additional reading are also included.

	Lourie, Peter
	On the Trail of Lewis and Clark
	8 to 10
	N/A
	In 1804, Lewis and Clark and a group of adventurers embarked on a great expedition to explore the Louisiana Territory. A great deal of this expedition occurred on the Missouri River. Two hundred years later, the photographer, Peter Lourie, and three of his friends follow the journey of those early explorers. The modern day adventure begins in Omaha, Nebraska, and continues all the way to eastern Montana. The river may have changed since the 1800s, but much of it is still there--beautiful, vast, and inviting.

	Holbrook, Sara
	Wham!  It’s A Poetry Jam
Discovering Performance Poetry
	8 to 10
	Poetry
	Sara Holbrook gives practical and inspirational advice for teachers, camp directors, and jammers who are just waiting for an encouraging nudge onstage as poetic performers.  Poems and guidelines for solo and group performances are all a part of Wham!  It’s A Poetry Jam.  This book offers techniques in how to use rhythm, attitude, movements, humor, and voice.  Possibilities for putting on a poetry jam at school or in the community are also included.  Jane Yolen’s foreword heartily endorses Ms. Holbrook, an author and a performance poet. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Coulter, Laurie
	Secrets in Stone  All About Maya Hieroglyphs
	7 to 12
	N/A
	Laurie Coulter has created a fascinating book about the Mayan civilization and the language that existed more than a thousand years ago in the jungles of Central America. Secrets in Stone is chock full of intriguing symbols, elaborate temples, intricate designs, and secret codes. The reader may explore various aspects of Mayan culture including calendars, bloodletting and sacrifice, beauty tips, and celebrations. Activities throughout the book show how to make glyph rubbings, create cards and signs, and host a Mayan party.

	Smith, Jr., Charles R
	Hoop Queens
	7 to 12
	N/A
	The photographs and rhythmic poems by Charles R. Smith Jr. capture the enthusiasm and determination of some very talented women in professional basketball.  Sports enthusiasts may recognize themselves and their heroes in the pages of this book.

	Fletcher, Ralph
	Have You Been to the Beach Lately?  
	8 to 12
	N/A
	This collection of poems about sand, water, the lifeguard, and swimming lets its readers escape to the peace and calm found at the seashore.  The eleven-year old narrator of these poems is basking in his day at the beach with his family.

	Hopkins, Lee Bennett
	Home to Me  Poems Across America
	8 to 12
	N/A
	Home life in America is imaginatively captured in poetry by fifteen poets who live in environments ranging from a desert in the southwest to a city filled with litter, people, and bright lights. The diverse settings coupled with the diverse writing styles encourage readers and writers to think, to imagine, and to appreciate home wherever it may be.  Joseph Bruchac, Tony Johnston, Janet S. Wong, and Jane Yolen are some of the featured poets.  



	Lourie, Peter
	Tierra del Fuego: A Journey to the End of the Earth
	8 to 12
	N/A
	If you thirst for adventure and dream of travel to far off locations, you must consider a trip to Tierra del Fuego. Peter Lourie’s photo essay to the islands off the southern tip of South America is most intriguing, breathtakingly beautiful, and interesting. Lourie writes of Ferdinand Magellan’s expedition to Spain and by the mysterious land he called Tierra del Fuego. This photo-journey enables one to learn about Charles Darwin’s and Joshua Slocum’s travels to this land and the Patagonian tribes who fished the waters of South America and hunted in the forests for thousands of years. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Selected by Yolen, Jane
	Once Upon Ice and Other Frozen Poems
	8 to 12
	N/A
	The mother/son team of Jane Yolen and Jason Stemple have created a marvelous collection of icy photographs and poems.  Many poets—some well known and some just getting started--contributed their poems to go along with Stemple’s wonderful photographs of ice formations.  Mary Ann Hoberman, Lee Bennett Hopkins, Ann Turner, and Marvin Bell are just a few of the contributors.  After reading and looking at the images in this book, one might be inspired to write poems, too. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Wolf, Allan
	The Blood-Hungry Spleen and Other Poems About Our Parts
	8 to 12
	N/A
	More than thirty poems about the individual parts of the body are anatomically and “anacomically” included in this very original, witty book.  Science and language arts lessons could be creatively integrated using these amazing verses. 



	Yolen, Jane
	Color Me a Rhyme
	8 to 12
	N/A
	Jane Yolen and her son, Jason Stemple, a free-lance photographer, have collaborated on this collection of colorful poems about nature. The photographs of mountains, the sky, the woods, and the desert blend beautifully with the author’s poetry while offering inspiration to readers and writers.  Ms. Yolen has included quotes and extra “color” words which might help budding poets take up a pen. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, GA)
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	Nimmo, Jenny
	Midnight for Charlie Bone
	9 to 11
	Fantasy

Self Discovery
	The first book in the Children of the Red King Series (to date there are three, with the fourth, Charlie Bone and The Castle of Mirrors to be released in June, 2005), this volume introduces us to the series’ protagonist, Charlie Bone. Charlie is one of the endowed, or descendant children of the Red King who has been born with a special gift.  Charlie is able to enter photographs and interact with the subjects of the pictures, and once his three eccentric, wicked aunts and his equally deplorable grandmother learn this, they make sure Charlie is enrolled in the dreadful Bloor’s Academy. Bloor’s is a school which is operated mostly by sinister people who are also connected in some way to the Red King, and who seem to have it in for Charlie as soon as he arrives.

Sound familiar?  It should.  At times it’s easy to recall that presently popular series (It Which Cannot be Named, by You Know Who), so much so that between the small support system Charlie has with some students, the other group of students that is always making life miserable for them, the teachers that may or may not be on their side, it’s surprising that instead of each volume in the series getting longer, each is almost exactly the same length to the very page.

To be fair, the reading level in the series does make it, perhaps, a good primer for the other, more challenging series.  Readers who are just not ready for the other will find this easy to read and will like the characters, but I think those that have read the other might find the plot development too linear and the prose rather weak.

	Nimmo, Jenny
	Charlie Bone and the Time Twister
	9 to 11
	Fantasy

Friendship
	This is the second of the Children of the Red King Series, and this time around Charlie discovers a boy in Bloor’s Academy who was transported through time from 1916 by using a magical marble given to him by his jealous cousin.  Charlie knows the boy is in danger, and he must keep his presence a secret while he and the others come up with a plan to remove him from the school and get him to safety.

Just as in the first book in the series, Midnight for Charlie Bone, the plot also moves along with very few surprises and some more advance readers might not find it stimulating.  Several of the characters are developed and become more three-dimensional, but their dialogue and actions are lackluster.  One thing that is missing, I suppose, is a clear motive of just what it is exactly that his aunts, grandmother, and his adversaries at Bloor’s want.  If this were known, perhaps the book would be more compelling; though, again, younger students just might like it the way it is.

	Nimmo, Jenny
	Charlie Bone and the Invisible Boy
	9 to 11
	Fantasy

Friendship
	In the third novel of the Children of the Red King Series, again it’s apparent that Nimmo is more concerned with showcasing somewhat interesting characters more than she is with plot and suspense. Not only that, but she even borrows the plot from the second book, Charlie Bone and the Time Twister. Like the second book, Charlie and the others once more find a boy (as the title states, this boy is invisible) and again must keep his presence a secret so they can get him to safety.  The introduction of a snake that makes its victims invisible instead of killing them is somewhat intriguing; but, once again, the concept is greater than its action.

I’ve decided that to keep an open mind I will read the fourth book when it is released this summer, but I will have to think twice about writing a review since I don’t know how long I can avoid in these reviews what Nimmo has not always been able to in this series -- namely some noticeably redundant writing.

	Haseley, Dennis
	The Amazing Thinking Machine
	9 to 11
	Living with Family

Drama
	Two Depression era boys struggle to cope while their father has left the family in search of work. As a distraction from the town’s spiraling unemployment and increasing tension towards its swelling number of transients, the boys create an imaginary machine that answers anybody’s questions. Throughout the story, the voice of the younger boy rings of watchful innocence, though it eventually hints of the wisdom reserved only for those not yet tainted by local misconceptions. We’re never allowed to forget that the Depression years were a serious time, despite the momentary comic relief provided by the answers the machine produces. (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)
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	Birdseye, Tom
	Attack of the Mutant Underwear
	9 to 11
	School

Self Esteem
	After an embarrassing moment being caught onstage in his underwear, Cody Lee Carson uses this as a life defining moment to swear off the old Cody and introduce the new.  Written as his personal journal, this book follows Cody’s attempt to assert his new, confident self, despite events which sometimes become obstacles that others (and even himself) have difficulty accepting.


Birdseye has done a keen job developing Cody’s voice and capturing his insecurities and honesty about others.  His knack for humor also shines through a number of Cody’s insights about school, littler sisters, girls, and the ideas he considers for his science fair projects (such as the source of  burps or smelly feet).  Birsdeye clearly understands the preteen mind, and this book may appeal to this group, regardless of the all too ordinary events that take place because that seems to be the point: Cody, after all, is just as ordinary as everybody else.

	Vanderwarker, Peter
	The Big Dig  Reshaping an  American City
	8 to 13
	N/A
	Photographer Peter Vanderwarker takes the reader on an amazing behind-the-scenes look at Boston’s Big Dig, a complex project started in 1991 that involves engineers, electricians, artists, carpenters, architects, iron workers, and crane operators in creating a new tunnel under the city to replace a fifty-year-old elevated highway.  The Central Artery/Tunnel Project is the biggest public construction project in U.S. History.  Boston residents, tourists, and interested others will find fascinating photographs, an informative glossary, interesting captions, and understandable text in The Big Dig. (Terry Nestor/Whit Davis Elementary/Athens, Georgia)

	Avi
	The Good Dog
	8 to 13
	Dogs

Adventure
	The Good Dog is about a family dog that looks like a wolf.  He finds out that there is a full blood wolf in the area.  He also finds out that one of the other dogs is going to try and take his place as leader of the town’s dogs.  He tries to help all of the other dogs and by doing so he forgets to help himself.  He saves the lives of a dog and the wolf that scares him.  I would recommend this book.  (Submitted by John Jackson, 7th Grade student, Hilsman Middle School, Athens, GA)



	Alexander, Lloyd
	The Gawgon and the Boy
	9 to 12
	N/A
	This semi-autobiographical wonder by Lloyd Alexander shows a glimpse of life during the Depression as seen through the innocent eyes of a ten-year old who, after almost dying from a lengthy illness, must be kept out of school for several years as a precaution.  Under the tutelage of an eccentric aunt, the boy has education that any true lover of learning can only dream about.

The novel does not present suffering in a maudlin way, but what it does do is craftily reveal how major historical events, whether past or present, can indirectly shape people’s lives.  (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Jennings, Patrick
	The Beastly Arms
	9 to 12
	City Living

Environmental Awareness
	More than anything else, Nickel loves taking pictures of clouds that remind him of specific animals, though nobody else quite sees what he does.  When he and his mother lose their apartment due to an unreasonable rent increase, Nickel talks his mother into taking a flat in the mysterious Beastly Arms.  And when Nickel attempts to learn more about the odd Mr. Beastly, secrets are revealed that change the way Nickel views his whole life in the city.

Fans of photography will appreciate Jennings careful explanation of the photo development process, but anyone can appreciate how one person’s commitment to an idea, no matter how bizarre, can make a difference in the world. (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Alexander, Lloyd
	Gawgon and the Boy
	9 to 12
	Depression Era

Growing Up
	This semi-autobiographical wonder by Lloyd Alexander shows a glimpse of life during the Depression as seen through the innocent eyes of a ten-year old who, after almost dying from a lengthy illness, must be kept out of school for several years as a precaution.  Under the tutelage of an eccentric aunt, the boy has education that any true lover of learning can only dream about.

The novel does not present suffering in a maudlin way, but what it does do is craftily reveal how major historical events, whether past or present, can indirectly shape people’s lives.  (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Sleator, William
	Marco’s Millions
	9 to 12
	Family

Science Fiction
	Marco’s Millions is about a boy and his sister who are the only ones who can save the world.  Marco is very brave for his age.  His sister, who is only one year younger, is scared of a lot of things but overcomes one of her fears.  

Marco goes into a place where time is slowed down ,but he does not know it.  Once he embarks on his mission to save the world, he finds that years are flying by at his world.  He risks his life more than once while trying to save his world.  Things begin to go wrong, and he becomes angry because he thinks he risked his life for nothing.  (John Jackson/8th Grade student/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, GA)

	Clements, Andrew
	A Week in the Woods
	9 to 12
	Living with Family

Adventure
	Just as in Andrew Clements’ much celebrated novel, Frindle, the main character in this story discovers something about life through a conflict with a teacher. But, as Mark, the fifth grade son of very wealthy, though often absent parents, spends most of his time alone at their recently acquired estate in New Hampshire trying to make sense of his life, so does his science teacher, Mr. Maxwell, examine his own.  The teacher’s anxieties and insecurities are as honestly portrayed as the student’s, and during the suspenseful events surrounding the annual school camp trip to the mountains, we’re reminded how much students and teachers can learn from each other. (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Kimball, K.M.
	The Secret of the Red Flame
	9 to 13
	N/A
	A mysterious caped thief steals a sack filled with the family’s hard-earned monetary profits from Jozef Chapski, the son of a poor Polish butcher and sausage maker.  An indignant Josef tells his friends of the incident, and they form a secret organization to recover the money and to infiltrate the gangs of robbers and pickpockets in Chicago.  However, when Jozef finally finds the culprit, he also uncovers something deeper and far more dangerous that threatens to destroy both him and his brother, who is a disabled veteran made bitter and resentful by his wartime experiences.  Meanwhile, he also finds himself engaged in a rather troublesome friendship with a gang member who becomes falsely accused of murder.  Will Jozef find a solution to everything?  Or will he be engulfed by the terrible inferno of crime?  Never would one dream of what is to take place.

I found The Secret of the Red Flame a wonderful historical fiction book that has truly captured the spirit of nineteenth-century Chicago.  K.M. Kimball has skillfully combined adventure, suspense, dignity, and love to create this timeless immigrant tale of loss and recovery. (Cathy Deng/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Taylor, Theodore
	A Sailor Returns
	9 to 13
	Family

Acceptance
	Theodore Taylor revisits a familiar theme of relationships in this sweetened novel about an early twentieth century boy whose simple life is suddenly full of excitement with the anticipation of his grandfather’s arrival for a visit.  His grandfather, a sailor, has been out of his mother’s life since she was very small, so it is a surprise for the family to learn that he is still alive.  

While the boy’s creative imagination is awakened by his grandfather’s tales of adventure, the boy’s father treats the visitor with suspicion and disdain.  

Though the story contains no real surprises, the grandfather’s secrets of his life and the interjection of his thoughts within the narrative, make this a decent character study.  (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)



	Matas, Carol
	The War Within: A Novel of the Civil War
	10 to 13
	Multicultural

Historical Fiction
	Hannah’s dreams of being a Southern Lady in an independent Confederacy are shattered when she and her family are forced to leave their southern town due to General Ulysses S. Grant’s General Order #11 that all Jewish families be relocated.  Just as Order #11 reinforces her hatred of northerners, she also begins to question that hatred, as well as her feelings about owning slaves.  

A War Within is a unique and compelling story of loyalty and tolerance, and Matas presents enough questions to stimulate young readers into challenging their own assumptions about people.  (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Lubar, David
	Wizards of the Game
	10 to 13
	School Life

Fantasy
	When a school wants to raise money for a local charity, it holds a tournament of fantasy card playing, right? At least that’s the idea Mercer convinces school authorities to accept. When the news of the event goes public, a segment of the community vocally objects to “demon worship” and suddenly Mercer finds himself at the center of an emotional controversy.

The presentation of the dilemma on whether fantasy role playing games should be allowed in school is realistic, though the use of such a serious issue becomes lost in the fantasy that’s played out in the story. Still, gamers will appreciate Mercer’s fascination for the game and his attempt to hold things together when the game comes to life. (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Lubar, David
	Wizards of the Game
	10 to 13
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Fantasy
	When a school wants to raise money for a local charity, it holds a tournament of fantasy card playing, right? At least that’s the idea Mercer convinces school authorities to accept. When the news of the event goes public, a segment of the community vocally objects to “demon worship” and suddenly Mercer finds himself at the center of an emotional controversy.

The presentation of the dilemma on whether fantasy role playing games should be allowed in school is realistic, though the use of such a serious issue becomes lost in the fantasy that’s played out in the story. Still, gamers will appreciate Mercer’s fascination for the game and his attempt to hold things together when the game comes to life. (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)

	Ibbotson, Eva
	Island of the Aunts
	10 to 14
	Environmental Awareness

Fantasy
	Reminiscent of Roald Dahl’s characterization and wit, Ibbotson takes us to a place where only those who reject convention can truly prevail. The isolated island in the story is inhabited by three sisters and their aging father who have devoted their life to caring for creatures that are endangered.  When they realize that they can’t go on forever, the sisters decide to kidnap some children in hopes they continue their legacy.   

Like Dahl, Ibbotson’s choice of genre seems to serve the theme more as a function than a fancy.  Some themes are best presented as a fantasy because the message (i.e. sacrifices are necessary to ensure the survival of the world) could surely get lost in the details (i.e. kidnapping as a means to be justified by an end).  (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)



	Voigt, Cynthia
	It’s not Easy Being BAD
	11 to 13
	Growing Up

Friendship
	Mikey Elsinger and Margalo Epps are best friends facing hard times in 7th grade. Mikey, more of a “bad egg” than Margalo, is longing to become popular while Margalo is more friendly, stylish, and already popular in ways. Know the saying, “opposites attract”? Well this friendship really applies to that.

Style could come from places you could never think of. Margalo secretly shops at thrift shops and flea markets. Will her biggest secret cause trouble for her popularity?  And, although Mikey has more money than Margalo, she wears jeans and a gray T-shirt.  Will these “bad eggs” survive the difference between junior high and elementary school? Their beginning awaits them.

I recommend this book because it shows the hardships of middle school, and they’re just trying to make it through. (Alison Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, GA)
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Style could come from places you could never think of. Margalo secretly shops at thrift shops and flea markets. Will her biggest secret cause trouble for her popularity?  And, although Mikey has more money than Margalo, she wears jeans and a gray T-shirt.  Will these “bad eggs” survive the difference between junior high and elementary school? Their beginning awaits them.

I recommend this book because it shows the hardships of middle school, and they’re just trying to make it through. (Alison Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, GA)

	Harrison, Michael
	Facing the Dark
	11 to 13
	Mystery

Friendship
	When Simon learns that his father has been arrested for the alleged murder of another taxi driver, he immediately finds himself conducting his own investigation to uncover the truth of what really happened. And when Charley, the victim’s daughter, crosses pass with the son of the alleged assailant, she quickly finds herself involved in a way more than she could have imagined


Harrison never lets the action and suspense exceed the realities of what might happen to teens caught up in the conflicts of adults, and the alternating points of view keeps this albeit predictable story fresh. This is aided by how the prose is interrupted at times by imaginary newspaper items or other written commentary that provides entertainment along the way.  (Steve Piazza/Hilsman Middle School/Athens, Georgia)
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	Son, John
	Finding My Hat
	11 to 14
	Immigration

Coming of Age
	We read books for a variety of reasons, one of which may be to   appreciate another perspective on life.  Reading even becomes richer when we realize that while we read how others from different backgrounds examine their own heritage, we can discover more about our own right along with them.

This is just what happens while reading Finding My Hat, the third in the series First Person Fiction.  In this novel, we experience the immigration experience through the eyes of a young boy, from the age of three as he loses his hat to the infamously notorious wind of Chicago, to his teens where he intellectually examines his Korean roots in relation to the Western world.  It’s truly a sweet, honest reflection on key events that made impressions on a boy who comes to understand his heritage through his parents’ attempts to carve out a living in a foreign land they have come to have faith in.  And, as we read, we can’t help but reflect on our own experiences growing up in this country, from the people who helped shape our lives to the opportunities our lives present us along the way.  

There’s always something new to be learned as we look through someone else’s eyes, but in Finding My Hat there’s something more than that. We’re reminded that, in effect, we too are strangers trying to make sense of where we came from and what comes next. (Steve Piazza, Media Specialist, Hilsman Middle School, Athens, GA)

	Rockwood, Joyce
	To Spoil the Sun
	13 to 14
	Native Americans

Survival
	The often told story of the Trail of Tears is a tragedy that epitomizes the hard realities the Cherokee people were forced to endure following the arrival of the Europeans on this continent.  To Spoil the Sun focuses on one of these realities, namely the exposure to small pox by the “strangers in the floating town houses.” The book details the life of a fictional Cherokee girl who anticipates the happiness a maturing life would bring (friendship, marriage, motherhood) just as many in her clan do, only to have everything jeopardized by the rapidly spreading disease.

Written by Joyce Rockwood, wife of UGA Anthropology Professor Charles Hudson, the book captures the joys and dreams of early tribal life, while at the same presenting the nightmarish details that reflect the near annihilation of a people by a dreadful disease they are not experienced enough to understand.


